
arena. They call it their second 
home.” The team has a desig-
nated dressing room, laundry 
room, coach’s room, and first 
aid room. “It’s just an awesome 
facility,” says Hall. “It’s one 
of the best in junior hockey.” 
With the bowl seating, and the 
jumbotron, “it’s like a mini-
ature NHL arena,” adds Eby. 
Last year, the NDCC was voted 
the second-nicest arena in all of 
Ontario by the Ontario Hockey 
League magazine.

The Ayr Centennials are 
off to a great start this season  
with five wins, and one loss. 
Hall would like to see the Ayr 
Centennials finish in the top 
four in the regular season.

“It’s a very competitive 
league,” says Hall. Last year, 
the team finished second in 
regular season, and lost in the 
finals of the playoffs of the Mid-
west Junior Hockey League 
(MWJHL).

See the Ayr Centennials in 
action at the next home game 
against the Woodstock Navy 
Vets at the NDCC on Thursday, 
October 2 at 7.30 p.m.

“It’s supposed to be like two people sitting around a table shoot-
ing the breeze,” says Jeff Stager of “the Agricultural Show,” a radio 
program that he hosts weekly at SoundFM 100.3 in Waterloo. 

Jeff is a life-long farmer, born and raised just south of Roseville 
at Black Horse Corners on land that has been in his family since 
1910. Formerly a dairy operation, today Jeff farms corn, soybeans 
and raises beef.

About four years ago, Jeff became involved with SoundFM 100.3 
through a social group that listened to swing, jazz and blues on the 
station. “We played music that our friends could dance to,” says 
Jeff. He was a co-host with the program. When that program was 
no longer offered, Jeff pitched the idea of a radio program about 
agriculture, knowing that the station programmer had indicated 
an interest in agricultural issues.

Jeff is a member of the Waterloo Federation of Agriculture and 
knew that the public has become more interested in local food and 
this would be one way to gain some exposure. “Farmers are the best 
spokespersons for their craft,” remarks Jeff and he felt he could 
host a show relating to agriculture within SoundFM 100.3’s reach.

Jeff has many connections within Waterloo Region and beyond. 
He leads a full life in the township that includes a deep under-
standing of agricultural issues and local politics. He currently is a 
member of the Waterloo Federation of Agriculture, Ayr Optimist 
Club, North Dumfries Historical Preservation Society, North Dum-
fries Community Club and has served as a North Dumfries council-
lor for one term.

Once a week, Jeff hosts the Agriculture Show, a live radio broad-
cast that features two one-hour long programs. He invites guests 
with a connection to the rural scene and asks them to bring along a 
few of their favourite songs.

SoundFM 100.3 is radio in the truest sense of community radio. 

Jeff organizes his own guests, hosts, produces, runs the sound 
board and uploads recordings of his program to the station’s web 
site. Like most the 150 community radio stations across Canada, 
it’s a very grass-roots operation. 

Members own the station. “No one is paid,” says Jeff. “If you are 
lucky, you can find a sponsor.” The Waterloo Federation of Agricul-
ture sponsors the Agriculture Show and like the other members of 
the station, Jeff pays a co-op fee to broadcast his show. 

A yearly operating budget of about $25,000 buys a 250-watt sta-
tion that broadcasts to the Kitchener-Waterloo metropolitan area 
and includes a website at soundfm.ca. 

There are currently about 30 people involved in the station with 
35 hours of weekly programming. They are looking for 50 hours of 
programming. “We have room for 20 more hours, including a prime 
spot from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.,” Jeff says. “There is room for more 
ethnic programming, a sports program, or even a high school pro-
gram. You can promote a group if they have something that fits 
in with your show.” According to Jeff, it’s a great publicity tool for 
community groups to get the word out.

“The studio is like someone’s living room or garage – so you don’t 
know who is going to come and go,” Jeff says. “It’s meant to be the 
day-to-day experiences of people in the community.”

The lifespan of any radio program is about four years and the 
Agriculture Show has been on the air for over two years. The long 
term success of SoundFM 100.3 will be to bring on one or two new 
programs every year. He’s always looking for guests, and offered 
this interview in exchange for an interview that the Ayr News pro-
vided in August.

Jeff loves his weekly show and is passionate about community 
radio. “Radio still has a bit of pizzazz,” he says with a radio hosts 
tone.

If you would like to appear on the Agriculture show, contact Jeff 
at shadynook@golden.net.
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— By Irene Schmidt-Adeney —

WILMA’S WALK OFFICIALLY OPENED – Wilma’s Walk was officially opened September 28. The pathway, 
located behind the Stanley Street businesses, was named in honour of the late Wilma Bolton, who was a 
promoter and ambassador of downtown Ayr. Judy Bolton (centre) spoke on behalf of her mother Wilma and 
her family. With Bolton is Brad Kaufman (left) and Mike Awde (right) who headed Heart of the Community, 
a group that raised over $20,000 towards Wilma’s Walk and beautifying the downtown core. Wilma’s photo 
is on the plaque on the left.

North Dumfries financial 
statements may not be 
approved until after election

Home Comfort
519-632-7116   prioritymechanical.ca
Heating | Cooling | Air Quality | Fireplaces | Barbecues

Your LoCAL HeAting & CooLing SpeCiALiStS 
3160 Alps Rd, AyR

Replacing an Oil or pROpAne system?
Ask us about Zuba-Central heat pumps.

Dog owners in Ayr have come 
under scrutiny recently with in-
creasing reports of dogs running 
at large and biting incidents. 
Ayr’s dog population has grown 
with the increasing number of 
people moving into Ayr.

In May 2012, a leash-free 
dog park was proposed for a 
former landfill site on Cheese 
Factory Road that would have 
been funded by the City of Cam-
bridge. Numerous concerns 
were raised by nearby residents 
that included drug use, gar-
bage, noise, loitering, parking, 
and traffic near the proposed 
park and the idea didn’t move 
forward. 

Today, leash-free dog parks 
at Masters ‘N Hounds (a busi-
ness north of Roseville) and 
McLennan Park in Kitchener 
are both frequented by Ayr dog 
owners. 

It doesn’t surprise Recre-
ation Director Frank Prospero 
that dog owners are willing to 
drive as far as Kitchener to let 
dogs run free. 

“Dog owners like dog owners. 
It’s not just letting the dogs go 
out and run, it’s a sense of com-
munity that builds up around 
the park.”

“People have approached me 
and asked about the possibility 
of a dog park, but it’s not in our 
immediate forecast,” Prospero 
said. 

Prospero said dog droppings 
on the ball diamonds at Schmidt 
Park were an issue in the 
spring, but after by-law signs 
regarding dogs at all township 
parks were erected, droppings 

Cody Hall is in his second 
year as head coach of the Ayr 
Centennials Jr. C team and he 
looks forward to exciting hockey 
with a roster boasting many lo-
cal players. 

“The executive is great, man-
agement is great, the kids are 
great. It’s fun to be a part of 
and to be around everybody. We 
have a great group of guys.”

This year, the Centen-
nials boast the largest roster 
of local players in at least 10 
years, with nine players on the 
23-member team coming from 

Candidates running in the 
October municipal election 
may have to wait until after 
the votes are counted to see the 
North Dumfries 2013 financial 
statements.

Director of Finance Liam 
Gott said that a heavy workload 
has kept him from completing 
the 2013 statements, but an au-
dit of them is scheduled for mid-
October.

Gott said he is not anticipat-
ing any problems with the audit 
of the financial statements. 

“My hope is to get an unau-
dited status report to the sec-
ond council meeting in Octo-
ber,” Gott said. That meeting is 
scheduled for October 20.

“If I feel comfortable releas-
ing it I will, if not I won’t,” he 
said. The official audited report 
will come out after the election.

This also means that the new 
North Dumfries mayor won’t 
know what they are inheriting 
from the previous mayor and 
council.

Sue Foxton is the current 
Ward 1 candidate who is now 
running for mayor.

Foxton said she is concerned, 
but “the concern is not just for 
the audit of 2013, but the way 
the books have been left for 
many years putting our trea-
surer (Gott) in this situation. If 
you check previous years, even 

before this term of office, you 
will see that the audits have not 
been kept up.”

Kim Denouden is also run-
ning for mayor of North Dum-
fries. She previously held that 
position for two terms between 
2003 and 2010.

“I am very concerned by the 
delay in receiving the finan-
cial statements. I would have 
thought the completion is a 
priority, especially for the next 
year’s budgeting. Statements 
for 2012 were only received 
this January 2014. How is it 
possible to make a sound deci-
sion without benefit of know-
ing the current financial status 
of the Township? The steady 
decline in our financial status 
over the last 3 years indicates 
short-sightedness on managing 
the Township effectively,” De-
nouden said.

John Holman, a newcomer to 
North Dumfries politics, is also 
running for mayor.

 “I am concerned, as we all 
should be. It’s nearly January 
2015 and we don’t know where 
we were financially from New 
Year’s 2012 to 2013. As a fire 
fighter we pre-plan. If there is 
an emergency we want to know 
what is likely behind a closed 
door today, not what was there 
nearly 2 years ago,” Holman 
said.

From gentleman farmer to radio show host, Stager hits the airwaves

Jeff Stager of Black Horse Corners

Cody Hall

“It’s awesome to be a part of a local, community-
based team,” says Centennials head coach Cody Hall

Don’t let the 
dogs outAyr. “It attracts more local fans 

with more local players on the 
team. There’s more talent in 
Ayr coming up through minor 
hockey and the development in 
minor hockey has been strong,” 
says Hall. 

After playing Ayr Minor 
Hockey, Hall had several sea-
sons with the Cambridge Win-
ter Hawks Junior B team before 
returning to Ayr to be a part of 
the Centennials coaching staff. 
Together with assistant coaches 
Scott Eby of Ayr and Daryl Bor-
den of Brantford, the team has 
developed a strong core, says 
Hall. Twelve players have re-
turned from last year and Hall 
says that Andrew Richard, An-
thony Pullia and Jeff Howlett 
are an over-age line that brings 
experience to the team.

Two years ago, the OHA 
amalgamated the Jr. C and the 
Jr. D divisions and the coaches 
feel it’s easier to attract players 
to the Centennials in the Jr. C 
division. “It used to be that a 
player drove right through Ayr 
to get to the Paris Jr. C Moun-
ties,” says Eby, who has 15 
years experience on the Cen-
tennials coaching staff.  “That 
same player will now take a 
look at Ayr.” 

Hometown crowds have 
doubled since moving to the 
North Dumfries Community 
Complex (NDCC) with 300 or 
more attending regular season 
games. Last year during the 
playoffs, attendance climbed to 
1,000. 

The NDCC has attracted 
players as well, says Hall. “The 
new facility has allowed us to 
attract better players. Every-
body loves playing at the new 

A HOT TIME ON HWY. 401 — Drumbo Fire Department was called out at 3 p.m. Wednesday afternoon of last week for a van fire in the west-
bound lanes of Hwy. 401 near Blenheim Road. The work van, which had pulled off to the shoulder of the road, was destroyed by fire and traffic 
was tied up in the area. Meanwhile, Thursday morning at 6 a.m., the Ayr Fire Department was called to a transport truck fire at the interchange 
of Hwy. 401 and Cedar Creek Road. The driver of the truck was able to get the burning tractor cab unhooked from the trailer, and the tractor 
was completely destroyed by fire.


